
Today’s gospel of the rich man, surrounded by his wealth and 
excess, and the poor Lazarus, enveloped in his poverty and 
lacking in the necessities of life, is a prophecy by Jesus on how 
the world fails to comprehend the Will of God and how mankind 
misunderstands His abundant love for us. 
 
The rich man, in HIS understanding, KNOWS that God loves him 
and cares for him.  Why else would God have lavished upon him 
and his family all this wealth and luxury.  The rich man is content 
and complacent, not a care in the world, nor of what he will 
expect to ENJOY in the next.  In his mind, God must love him 
immensely. 
 
Lazarus, on the other hand, must have pondered his whole life 
what sins he or his father, or even his FORE-fathers, had 
committed to earn him such a horrible life of affliction.  Maybe in 
his suffering Lazarus asked God, “Why”, keeping a line of 
communication open with God, waiting for God’s response.  This 
may be similar to OUR prayers when things turn sour for us. 
 
When all is right in the world, especially in our own little worlds, 
we TOO can become complacent in our faith, hope, and charity, 
assuming my past deeds have placed me in the undisputed good 
graces of God.  “What more do I need to do?”  This sentence is a 
two-edged sword which can condemn us or save us; it is all in the 
attitude of our response: “I am DONE.” or “AM I done?” 
 
St Pius X parish will be holding adult faith formation sessions 
throughout the Sundays of Advent, Christmas, and into February 
next.  The Church, the Body of Christ, is hemorrhaging 
membership for numerous reasons, one of which is its lack of 
faith, and its abundance of complacency.  Here at St Pius we are 
going to try to put a bandage on the wound, when maybe we 



should use a tourniquet to choke off the outflowing of souls.  
Unlike Moses who had a captive audience in the desert when he 
spoke, we will instead be like Jesus and speak with those who 
come. 
 
We will attempt to alleviate some of the complacency, and 
nourish the FAITH in our lives, as happens at every Mass 
throughout the world every day, by being more aware of the 
good God does for all mankind and how the Catholic Church, 
even despite the flaws of its human membership and leaders, 
teaches and holds fast to the TRUTH, professed by the prophets 
of old and sealed in the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus. 
 
Why do we go to Mass every weekend?  Why do we say “Amen”, 
“Thank you”, or profess “My Lord and my God” when we receive 
or see the Blessed Eucharist.  Why do I feel lonely in a crowded 
world?  Why?  WHY!?  Lord, I WANT to see! 
 
The rich man saw, but it was too late for him.  Yet even in death 
he wanted to save his brothers.  And this is Jesus’ prophecy – “If 
they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded if someone should RISE from the dead.”  Jesus rose 
from the dead; do we no longer listen to HIM?  When all else fails 
around us, faith in God may be all that saves us.  God bless. 


